
Address to Shaw-cum-Donnington Parish Assembly – May 2016 – Paul Bryant 

Thank you for inviting me to address your Parish Assembly. I welcome the opportunity to report 

back to the Parish on what the West Berkshire Council has been up to. And to receive any comments 

you have. 

This year it is not a pleasant task and it will not take much guessing for you to realise that this is all 

about budget reductions and the resultant reductions to many services. 

The Council’s income next year will be £121.25M made up of £82.3M from your Council tax, £9.5M 

from the Revenue Support Grant (a return of some of the business rate perhaps) and £19.4M from 

various other sources such as part of the business rate, special grants and income from fees. 

The problem is the reduction of the Rate Support Grant. 

The Government policy is to reduce the Rate Support Grant from £34M in 2011/12 to £0M in 

2018/19. The Council had been planning for the reduction to be in equal steps as in the past. 

However, In December, after a Council draft budget was in place the Government decided to make a 

44% reduction from £16M to £9.5M instead of to about £12M. This is third worst settlements for 

any Unitary Authorities. 

The savings were expected to be uncomfortable but with the additional reduction they are 

disastrous. Having only a few weeks to plan for additional reductions they are expensive and 

frustrating to residents who were given very little time to comment on proposals in a second 

consultation. As an example, we had planned for staff reductions by natural wastage but now we 

had to make further staff reductions that involve redundancy payments.  

There are now very few discretionary expenditures left. Unfortunately, this is not the end of the 

matter as we still have the reductions up to 2018/19. Even then there is an expectation that the part 

of the business rate we retain of £17.6M may be surcharged. However, the Government will be 

repatriating the business rate to Councils but we do not expect this to help us since it is expected 

that the business rate will not go to the area where they are collected but will be redistributed and 

most will go to northern areas. What it really means is that the Council will collect the business rate 

and it will be surcharged rather than being sent to Government. Another kick in the teeth is that 

Bayer is leaving and Vodafone has re-registered its headquarters in Basingstoke so more loss of 

business rate. 

We are putting up the Council tax by almost 4%. 2% is allowed by Government that has to be for 

social services plus 1.9% the maximum allowed without a referendum. 

Since 1947 the government has tended to look after us from birth to death. This has become more 

and more expensive particularly in the health service with ever more expensive and advanced 

treatments and with people living longer -  it is no longer affordable. So the party is coming to an 

end and many of the resultant reductions have been aimed at local government. This is likely to 

continue. Add to this that the country is in deep debt.  

Many charities have come to rely on council grants that have now suddenly come to an end and they 

will have to look to other funding sources. We have some transitional funding - £1.4M for each of 

the two coming years -  to help them. To receive this they will have to put forward business plans to 

convince the Council that they will be able to survive in the future. Greenham Trust is undertaking a 

similar exercise. Some services, such as libraries, will in future have to be run by volunteers and 

transition funding will help here. 



Now to planning. The Site Allocation Development Planning Document is complete after a lot of 

work and a lot of consultation. Just about every proposed housing site had its objectors. Like most, 

people I hate to see green areas built on but we have no option but to plan for 10,500 and more 

dwellings. I believe that we have a sound plan that is a good compromise between what we have to 

provide and what people want. Unfortunately the population is still rising and so we will have to 

build more and more houses in the future. We have had a long consultation with some 4,000 

responses that have been of great help in improving the proposal. The proposal has now gone to the 

planning inspectorate and will be examined from September 13. 

The North Newbury site is not in the DPD but you will be only too well aware that a planning 

application was put in and duly refused and is now at appeal. I have a measure of confidence that it 

will be refused but on the other hand you may be aware that refused Firland’s site in Burghfield was 

won on appeal and a subsequent judicial review was lost. Nothing is certain! The appeal starts on 12 

September. 

We are often surprised at the decisions by inspectors. They have powers that we do not. An 

applicant can change his plans before an inspector adjudicates and he can also approve parts of 

applications and not others that we are unable to do. 

We are disappointed with the speed of the Sandleford project. If it does not get going soon then the 

Council will not have a 5 year land supply. There are still problems with access to the site that are of 

great concern to local residents. 

Developments in Shaw cum Donnington have been extensions and not much else. Even so, I grieve 

at the quality of some of the extensions that get put up. They must detract from the value of the 

house. Dene Way in particular used to be a well laid out spacious estate but has now, in my view, 

been spoilt by infilling and large extensions that have detracted from the original design intentions. 

We have kept our roads in good condition. A couple of large projects are taking place. The junction 

into Savacentre is being upgraded paid for by Ikea. The work will increase the capacity of the whole 

area from the junction with the M4 to Langley Hill. In Newbury the new junction into the London 

Road Industrial Estate is being produced to enable the area to be redeveloped. This had been 

financed by a government grant. 

We are now starting to work on the roll forward of the development and transport plans even 

though the current plan goes up to 2026. This will be a roll forward rather than a start from scratch 

so will be quicker but will no doubt need further land to be released for development that will not 

be welcome. On the road front we are looking to define new roads that will be funded by new 

developments or windfall from Government or industry. I am unwilling to give examples of these 

proposals as I don’t want to set off hares at this early stage. We recognise that the current main raod 

system leaves a lot to be desired. 

Our secondary schools are now Academies and outside of the Councils control. The Government’s 

intention is that primary schools will follow. In West Berkshire there is little enthusiasm for this in 

both the schools and Council. Individual primary schools are too small to go it alone and they will 

have to group together. How this is to be achieved is being looked at. I am no education expert but I 

fail to see how academies raise the standards in schools. The schools in West Berkshire in general 

provide a very good level of education. There have been one or two unsatisfactory OFSTED 

inspections but remedial work has been successful.  



In the past disabled people were only helped by the Council if they had “severe” needs. The 

Government is now requiring that the Council also help those with “substantial” needs. This is an 

additional financial burden as no additional funds have been provided. Whilst the aims are laudable 

the money will be found from reductions elsewhere. 

Newbury remains a prosperous area that was hardly touched by the recession. It has a bright future. 

There are a number of exciting developments in progress. The Stirling Cables site had permission for 

redevelopment and will provide a far better traffic route from Sainsbury’s to the East. Unfortunately 

the rebuilding of the railway bridge is causing some disruption near by. Plans for Market Street 

Development are well advanced and will provide housing and car parking and a better gateway from 

the railway station. There is still some work to do on how buses will use the area and the use of the 

Wharf area for bus parking. Faraday Road will be redeveloped aver a fairly long period and the new 

road into the site from the A393 is currently being provided. By the way, this is not at the local 

taxpayers expense but by a grant from government. 

Although this has not been the happiest of reports, I believe that West Berkshire Council provides a 

good quality of service. Good rubbish collection and high recycling rates. Roads are in good 

condition. Good schools with good educational standards.  

Finally, it has been a pleasure to work with the Parish Council and I wish you every success in the 

future. 

 

During the past year my Council responsibilities have not changed and are:- 

Chairman Western Area Planning Committee 

Chairman of Transport Policy Task Group. 

 

and a member of: 

Planning Policy Task Group. 

Newbury Town Task Group. 

District Planning Committee. 

Licensing Committee 

Governance and Audit Committee. 

Joint Personnel Committee (Deals with staff council relations). 

Snelsmore Common Advisory Committee. 

 

Outside duties have been:- 

A Member of: 

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Authority. 

Greenham Trust. 

Donnington Trust. 



Speen, Shaw & Donnington Neighbourhood Action Group. 

Harwell  Site Stakeholders Group. 

 

I have attended meetings of Shaw-cum-Donnington, Speen and Boxford parish councils. 

 


