
SHAW cum DONNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL   

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 4 May  

Chairman’s report 

Thank you for attending the PA today.  This is our opportunity to report on the past year to 

you, and for you to hold us to account.  So please don’t hesitate to contribute in due course. 

As you know, we recently appealed for four new councillors, and we have been 

overwhelmed by your generous response, ten in all.   Several potential new councillors are 

here today.  Unfortunately, three not could attend for personal reasons.  Because of these 

absences, and to be fair to all, John Austin, our clerk and legal officer, will oversee the co-

option process from now until our next council meeting on May 18.   John will explain his 

thinking right after I have finished speaking.  To be clear, councillors will make the decisions 

to co-opt.  John will ensure every applicant gets equal consideration. 

I am going to present the ‘year in the life of the council’ on a monthly basis.  That way you 

will get a feel for the variety and relevance of issues we have discussed at our monthly 

council meetings.  It may help you to decide if council service is for you. 

Starting with last year’s PA in late April 2015, Arlene Kersley presented the case for 

“Affordable Rural Housing”   

On May 8 we fired up our beacon on Donnington Castle to celebrate VE Day. 

At the council meeting in May, we elected our officers for the coming year.  These included 

the Chairman and Vice-chairman, the Amenities Officer, the Planning Officer, the 

Webmaster (currently vacant), the Footpaths Officer, the Publicity Editor, the Village Hall 

Representative, the Snelsmore Common Representative, and the NAG Representative.   We 

received the monthly parish correspondence and approved the parish invoices and 

payments.  These include routine payments for the clerk, the groundsman, the litter picker, 

waste disposal, water and electricity for street lighting, as well as all ad hoc costs incurred 

(for instance firing the beacon).   We also received all the relevant officers’ and 

representatives’ reports.  We consider all these every month. 

In June, we approved the Internal Audit Report 2014/15 and Annual Return for 2014/15.  

We initiated our grant application for the parish Walks Leaflet kindly produced by a 

parishioner.  We prepared the required risk assessment for use of the Village Hall, and 

approved a grant of £500 to the VH for masonry repairs.  We turned down a parishioner’s 

application for a dog-bin in a new location as being extravagant.  

In July, we received the Budget Report for the first quarter. We reviewed the Councillor’s 

Code of Conduct.  We began to get deeply involved in the churchyard, which as a ‘closed 

churchyard’  is now the parishioners financial responsibility.  Unfortunately, the churchyard 



paths, the lych gate and three vaulted tombs will all require costly maintenance at the same 

time.  We dealt with parishioners’ complaints about intrusive Vodafone parking.  Two 

councillors in our Planning Advisory Group attended a WBC Planning Road Show. 

We do not meet in August. 

In September, we reviewed our Insurance Arrangements and signed off the internal Audit 

2014/15. Following the Insurance Review we found we needed to insure the recreation 

ground mower for use on the highway (because a public footpath crosses the rec!) and 

increase the frequency of inspection of the playground equipment.   We arranged for 

volunteers from SSEB to kindly paint the outside of the pavilion.  We made a WBC Members 

Community Bid for funds to assist with re-roofing the pavilion, to fully insulate the attic 

space and to replace the old set of thirty chairs.  We ordered some new parts for the 

playground rotaplay.  We appointed our Village Hall Trustee.  We cleared a fallen tree from 

a parish footpath. We received a parishioner’s complaint of speeding on the Oxford Road 

north of the Wantage Road/Oxford Road roundabout, and reported same to WBC.  WBC has 

now set up a webpage where speeding complaints can be recorded, and on which they act. 

In October, we received the Budget Report for the first half of 2015/16.  We followed up on 

the Community Bid for the pavilion roof.  We reviewed the parish clerks duties.  We 

publicised the voluntary SSEB painting of the pavilion in the Newbury News.  We received a 

complaint from a parishioner concerning dense growth on the bank of the River Lambourn 

damaging her garden fence.  We needed to establish ownership of the land. It was WBC’s 

finally, but we were able to persuade volunteers from the Lambourn Renewal Project to 

kindly clear it.  We ordered a new bench for the playground, thus using up the remaining 

S106 funds owing to us. 

In November, we solved the ownership of the Village Hall, which had been puzzling us for 

some time.  It is vested in the Official Custodian for Charities and is therefore totally safe 

from unscrupulous development.  We received a revised planning application for the 

development of 400 houses on the land north of Newbury.  On 25 November we verbally 

presented our objections to the Western Area Planning Committee.   A councillor attended 

the BALC 2015 AGM, where guidance was issued on pensions, the national living wage and 

zero hours contracts.   

In December, we reviewed the budget for 2016/17.  We are becoming increasingly 

concerned by the lack of response from WBC with regard to the repair of the churchyard 

paths.  They are now dangerous in bad weather.  We discussed what repairs were needed to 

the Lych Gate.  We agreed to up-date the Emergency Plan for 2016.  We agreed to lay 

stabilising mesh to control mud and erosion at the Oxford Road entrance to the recreation 

ground. We inclined favourably to the Village Hall Management Committee’s intention to 

install a defribulator.   We have received complaints of uncontrolled dogs on the recreation 



ground.  Councillors will ask the public to report offenders, so that we can act if we have to.  

Fortunately, dogs and their owners are generally well behaved. 

In January, we agreed the budget and precept for 2016/17.  The review of Governance and 

Management Risk Assessment Register was approved.   The Walks Leaflet was published 

and distributed to local hostelries.  (Our grandchildren walked the eastern route with us on 

Sunday and very pleasant it was)   Parishioners had complained about the encroachment of 

laurel hedging on the Snelmore Common/Donnigton Castle bridlepath, and parked cars 

blocking the access of emergency vehicles to Owen Road.  Both instances were referred to 

WBC for their action. 

In February, we reviewed the budget for the third quarter.  We updated the Financial 

Regulations.  The Lych Gate roof was repaired and a grant made to the church to cover the 

cost.  Negotiations were concluded with a carver to repair the damaged woodwork.  We 

made plans for a beacon on Donnington Castle to celebrate the Queen’s birthday on April 

21. 

In March, we reviewed Standing Orders.  We approved our final letter of objection to the 

400 house development north of Newbury, and this was lodged with the Appeal Inspector 

on March 25.  On 22 March the Chairman attended the District Parish Conference.  

Discussion centred on the financial difficulties faced by WBC and what services the parishes 

could contribute.  We sought specialist advice on the state of three vaulted and decaying 

tombs in the churchyard.  The Donnington Valley Action Group kindly agreed to organise a 

“Clean for the Queen” event on April 13 under the auspices of the parish council.  

Recreation Ground fees were reviewed for 2016.   The website software is becoming 

difficult to maintain.  A review of our website options was initiated.  Along with other parish 

councils, we have found it difficult to attract new councillors.  It was agreed that we should 

write to all households directly asking for their help, as less direct methods such as the 

parish notice boards and Newbury News had been unsuccessful.  The text was agreed. 

In April, councillors delivered about 650 recruiting letters throughout the parish between 

April 21 and April 26.    The carver completed the repairs to the Lych Gate woodwork.  

Council agreed a donation to the church to pay for them.  “Clean for the Queen” was very 

successful. Our thanks are due to DVAG for taking the initiative and providing many willing 

litter pickers.   The annual parish meeting was planned.  Website investigations continue. 

On April 21, 110 people attended the Donnington beacon in celebration of the Queen’s 

birthday – a record. 

That, in a nutshell, is a year in the life of the parish council.   

May I finish by thanking all councillors and officers for their hard work on behalf of our 

parishioners.  Our only aim is to serve you as carefully and efficiently as possible.   



Paul Bryant, our ward member and chairman of the West Berks Planning Committee, has 

been constant source of timely advice.  John Austin, our clerk, has been a steadfast rock.   

John will now explain how we will run the selection and co-option process for the four 

councillors we need to complete the council.   Thank you. 


